
Middletown Now! 
Calling Disciples to Be the Kingdom Now! 

The Hunt for 
Green October 
What if you were told there 

wasn’t going to be a 

“Commitment Weekend” this 

year?  No series of cleverly 

packaged sermons on stewardship 

culminating in a financial appeal in support of next year’s 

annual budget.  Would the tightness in your chest ease a 

bit?  Would you be less apt to flinch when a church staff 

member tapped you on the shoulder during the month of 

October? 

If you’ve been around MCC for a few years, then you’ve 

likely experienced “The Hunt for Green October.”  You’ve 

participated in a budget planning and approval process, a 

push for year-end contributions to cover this year’s 

ministry costs, and a stewardship campaign to underwrite 

next year’s budget.  None of which you looked forward to, 

but only endured to get to the good stuff, Christmas.    

But Jesus says there’s a life out there beyond the pledge.  

An adventurous life of discipleship that leads to something 

greater.  A Kingdom-sized LIFE that supersedes the small, 

self-minded life we all chase. The problem with a “Hunt for 

Green October” approach to stewardship is that it doesn’t 

lead us to find that better life that Jesus talks about.  It’s 

based on a life of management, rather than faith.  It’s 

focused on meeting needs, rather than the shape of our 

discipleship. 

A Life of Discipleship 

That’s why this year is going to be different.  Not because 

we are lowering the bar on giving.  In fact, we are raising it.  

We are on a spiritual journey to transform the heart of our 

congregation.  We are committed to becoming true 

disciples of Jesus. 

And following Jesus is so much more than fundraising.  A 

life of discipleship is following Jesus by doing what he did.  

It calls for living the kind of radically generous life that 

Jesus expects us to live.  So why should we expect 

anything different from ourselves at church?  As his 

disciples, Jesus expects us to be generous all the time.  

Answering the call to “Be the Kingdom Now” means living 

a generous life at all times, in all respects.   

Doing What They Did 

Jesus doesn’t call us to ponder our generosity once a year 

in October.  We are expected to be generous all year long 

because amazing, transformative, redemptive things 

happen in the world when we make sacrifices for 

compassion’s sake.  It’s a way of life that Jesus lived; it’s 

what he died for.  In fact, Jesus promises that this way of 

life is the key to unlocking a LIFE of real joy and blessing.   

The early church caught hold of this LIFE by being 

dangerously generous and in the process discovered 

something better and more lasting.  And the only way we 

can experience that LIFE—that something greater—is to 

do what they did.   

November-December 2010 

The Hebrews 10:34 is a special offering that will be 

received on the weekend of January 8/9 of 2011.  The 

offering is a special gift that is above and beyond what 

we normally give to support the mission of our church.  It's 

a sacrificial offering that will be used to bless people 

through the mission of Middletown Christian Church.  We 

are asking people to prepare the offering by making some 

lifestyle changes, such as doing Christmas differently this 

year.  This is not a fundraiser for any particular project, or 

our annual stewardship campaign.  What we will 

experience spiritually is just as important as how it will be 

used. Our prayer is that this experience will be a catalyst 

for our spiritual growth and commitment to be the 

Kingdom of God.  We are sharing the news about 

the special offering now to help you prepare for it.  

Some suggestions for the offering.  

1. Discuss with your family about the offering and make it 

a shared experience.  

2. Use it to do Christmas differently this year and to 

deepen your Christmas experience. 

3. Think of other lifestyle sacrifices that you could make 

to prepare for the offering. 

4. Pray about your 10:34 offering.  Pray with your family. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to move among 

us. Pray that God will reveal his plans to us. Pray that 

we may see and experience the glory of God that will 

be revealed when we make life-changing sacrifices. 

Pray that he will show us the first simple steps we need 

to take.  

What is the Hebrews 10:34 Offering? 

Jeff Howell 

Executive Minister 

See “Green October”, page 7 



“
For you had compassion for those who were in prison, 

and you cheerfully accepted the plundering of your 

possessions, knowing that you yourselves possessed 

something better and more lasting.” (Hebrews 10:34) 

Hebrews 10:34 tells the inspirational story of a 

community of Christians who were experiencing 

extreme persecution. They were beaten, their 

property was seized, and they were thrown into 

prison. Those who were not thrown into prison were 

forced to make a difficult decision. Do they go 

underground and disappear, or do they support their 

fellow Christians and experience the same level of 

abuse? In verse 34 we get the answer, “For you had 

compassion for those who were in prison, and you 

cheerfully accepted the plundering of your 

possessions.” I believe Hebrews was written to 

produce these kind of Christians, people who love 

sacrificially to bring the love of God to the world. They 

knew that they would suffer abuse, they would lose 

their property, their possessions would be plundered; 

but they chose the path of dangerous love anyway. 

The result was that the Good News of Jesus Christ 

spread rapidly in spite of their difficult circumstances.  

What would happen if we became a Hebrews 10:34 

Church? I believe there would be an avalanche of 

mercy and mission like we’ve not seen before. Our 

lives would be transformed in ways that we never 

dreamed possible and the lives of hurting and 

wounded people would be transformed before our 

very eyes. The love that would pour out of us and 

through us to the world would bring large numbers of 

people to Jesus Christ. We would not just be talking 

about feeding 130 children every weekend. We’d be 

talking about feeding 1000 children. We would not just 

be sending a construction team to Honduras, we’d be 

building an orphanage and funding a month’s worth of 

operations.  We would not have to ask people to 

return a pledge card annually because our offerings 

would exceed anything we ever imagined. And our 

church debt would be eliminated in a heartbeat. Better 

yet, we’d be vaulted into a new realm of Christian 

living and joy that is only accessible to people who live 

in this way.   

I can’t speak for you. But I want what they had.  I want 

what the early Christians in Hebrews experienced.  I 

want to know Christ in that way for myself. I want to 

belong to that kind of church. And I’m not the only 

one. That is why every member of your church staff,  

and your entire church board has been talking with 

each other and with their families about what it would 

mean to become that kind of Christian and that kind of 

church. After much prayer about this we have 

unanimously decided to make a radical sacrificial 

offering that will require us to live differently. We are 

going to make some sacrifices in our lifestyle in order 

to bring a special 10:34 offering to worship on the 2nd 

Sunday in January. Some of us are going to create a 

10:34 jar and then find some creative ways to fill it. 

Some ideas that I’ve heard include cutting off cable TV 

for 3 months, skipping a couple of lunches each week, 

giving the money we have saved from doing weddings 

or from playing gigs in a band, and so on. Others have 

made the decision to cut their Christmas budget in half 

and then putting it in the jar.  Whatever it is, it has to 

be something that requires us to live differently.  

 Of course, one offering will not change everything. We 

are trying to create an experience that will move us 

one step down the road toward becoming a 10:34 

church and becoming fully committed Disciples of 

Jesus.  

We are inviting you to join us to take a step toward 

becoming a 10:34 Christian.  Think about the 

wonderful opportunity this gives you to have 

some great conversations with your children about the 

real meaning of Christmas. Think about what you will 

be able to teach them about generosity as they see 

you practice it. Think about what it will be like for us all 

to show up on the 2nd weekend of January with an 

offering that required great sacrifices. Think about 

what could happen if just 400 families agreed to cut 

Christmas in half and make a special gift to bless 

people through the mission of our church.  We would 

then know what they had was greater and more 

lasting than the the stuff they lost. Think how we could 

bless our community with that kind of offering. Now 

more than ever our world needs a church like that. 

Now more than ever we need a faith like that.  

Are you in? I’m in. Let’s have a 10:34 experience 

together. I'd like to share what you will be doing and 

hear about the conversations that you are having with 

your family. Email your 10:34 ideas to me at 

demery@middletownchristian.org. 

 

Kingdom Now! 

 

P.S. I preached a sermon on Hebrews 10:34 on August 

28 called “Radical 10:34 Christianity”. You can 

hear the sermon by visiting our website at 

www.middletownchristian.org/sermons.  

 

A Hebrews 10:34 Experience 

David Emery 

Senior Minister 



 

There’s power in a whisper from God. Have you heard 

God whispering lately? I have. God’s been whispering 

in my ear the past few months... “There is more to do. 

Your work is just beginning.” I have to admit that when 

I heard that message I was taken aback. My first 

response was, “Look at all that’s been done for the 

kingdom in just 18 months!” But our work is just 

beginning. As I have prayed about and pondered that 

reality I realize God wasn’t just talking to me, he was 

talking to us as a church, especially to those of us who 

call The Valley home. We’ve spent a great deal of 

energy to get where we are, but there is something 

more God is seeking. I think God wants us to become 

full-time followers of Jesus instead of the church being 

our part-time job. Let’s be honest some of us are only 

on the job one hour a week. 

There was a time in my life when I had things 

backwards. I put in hours and hours of church work 

each week, but Jesus was only a passing thought. I felt 

I would get credit for time served. I had a full 

relationship with the church and only a passing 

relationship with Jesus. I even remember a time when 

I was eager to talk with people about the church but 

felt uncomfortable saying the name of Jesus. I was 

uncomfortable because my relationship with the 

church was stronger than my relationship with Jesus. I 

knew the church better than I knew Jesus. I had it 

backwards. For several years I have been working to 

correct this problem. My relationship with Jesus has 

become more than just words, traditions, and Sunday 

mornings. I see the church much differently because I 

have committed myself to Jesus instead of the church. 

When our relationships with Jesus and the church are 

in proper order our faith grows deeper and our church 

grows stronger. The church is the vehicle we use to 

take the Good News into the world and it is the vehicle 

that brings us into a deeper relationship with God.  

Getting that right makes us comfortable in talking with 

others about Jesus, about faith, and about what our 

church is working to accomplish. We have hurdles 

ahead of us. We have obstacles that must be 

overcome. Fulfilling God’s purpose for this church will 

require us to be less committed to the institution of 

the church and deepen our relationship with Jesus and 

tap into the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Where are you? Are you a part-time follower of Jesus?  

Our campus will never become the ministry God calls 

us to be if our pews are filled with part-time followers 

of Jesus. Make Jesus full-time in your life no matter 

whether you are full or part time worker, retired, 

unemployed, or a student. It will change your life and 

this church. The first step is to 

make Jesus a full-time part of 

your life. 

 

Life At The Valley 

Ed Huckleberry 

Campus Minister, The Valley 

Keep up with The Valley on Facebook or This Week @ 

The Valley via email. Every day is a great day to invite 

someone to visit The Valley. 

♦ Celebrate with our Diamond Disciples (those 75 

and older) on Nov. 14.  

♦ Kingdom Connect for newcomers and visitors 

interested in knowing more about our ministry is 

set for Nov. 21 and Dec. 19 at 9:15 am.  

♦ Join with the Middletown Campus for a Christmas 

concert on Dec. 5.  

♦ Be with us on Christmas Eve for our 11:00 pm 

Christmas Eve service. 



Even television producers know it! Without a 

community, we cannot raise Hope! There is a new TV 

series called Raising Hope, in which a 23-year-old 

single father, Jimmy, is raising his infant daughter, 

Hope. Jimmy doesn’t have a nice job, a wife or girl 

friend, or even his own place. But he does have a 

rather dysfunctional family that is instrumental in 

supporting him as he raises Hope. Only 3 episodes 

have aired, so there is much to learn about Jimmy’s 

success in raising Hope. 

Likewise in the world, “raising Hope” is not an easy job 

at all. As people of faith, we try to raise hope, but 

sometimes feel that we’re not equipped. Our concern 

as a community of faith is how we can raise hope 

among us and our brothers and sisters who have lost 

hope because of events of their lives. It is a very 

legitimate concern as a church. 

If you take a look at how we care for each other at 

MCC, you’ll be amazed. It is not the perfect person, 

with the good life, who is walking with the broken and 

the sad. It is the people who have been through the 

deep shadowy valley of life, who stay up late with 

people in the darkest nights of their lives. We are not a 

perfect community, but we are a community of care. 

We’ve all experienced seasons of suffering and 

therefore have something to share with those who are 

suffering now. As a church, we are trying to be more 

organized in offering pastoral care ministries so that 

we may serve each other more completely. This 

ministry is called KingdomCare. I hope and pray that 

this ministry reflects our values as a KingdomNow 

church. Sherry White, president of New Leaf 

Resources, a company dedicated to assisting those 

who are grieving the loss of a loved one, is serving as 

our KingdomCare coordinator and is working with the 

leaders of care teams. Through her leadership, we will 

offer support and service to those in grief. 

We need compassionate and loving people to join this 

ministry. You do not have to be perfect to care for 

others. All that is required is the love that you 

experience through Christ and can extend to our 

community of faith. Please contact me or Sherry White 

to join this ministry. 

If you are the one who needs pastoral care, we are 

here to serve you. If you are in the hospital or rehab 

center, let us know so that we can visit you. If you 

need someone who can listen to what you are dealing 

with, please let us know so that there will be someone 

beside you. Join one of the KingdomGroups and 

experience a true community that cares for you. What 

a great place to receive great support. Connect to the 

community of care! 

We are raising Hope as a community of faith not 

because we have the ability but because God is our 

Hope (Psalm 71:5).  

Thanks be to God! 

Two things brought me to the 

Grief Workshop for the first time. 

One was listening to David’s 

sermons when he challenged us to 

be better servants, better 

disciples. I wrestled with that for 

some time. The other was a life 

altering event that occurred over 

thirty years ago. My seven year 

old daughter, Laurie, died from an 

inoperable, malignant brain 

tumor.  

When Laurie died, I didn’t know anyone who had lost a 

child, and very few who had lost a parent, spouse or 

any other member of their immediate family. I didn’t 

know what to expect. What happens to your mind and 

body after such a devastating loss? How would others 

behave toward me? What would my other children 

need? After her death, I was unable to concentrate on 

or comprehend anything. I’d be at the grocery 

checkout or driving and suddenly be in tears. There 

were times I thought I was losing my mind. 

In the years since Laurie’s death, I have felt a great 

need to use that experience in a positive way. I 

There are many ways to learn more about KingdomCare and how 

you can become involved in this ministry: 

♦ Contact Paul Tche, Grow Minister, at 245-9793 or 

ptche@middletownchristian.org or Sherry White, Kingdom-

Care Coordinator, at sherry@newleaf-resources.com or        

777-4934 

♦ Our website, www.middletownchristian.org/care 

♦ Pick up a KingdomCare booklet at Connection Point 

Healing Through a  
Community of Care 

Judy Doherty 

Feature Article Writer 

See “Healing” on the next page 

Paul Tche 

Grow Minister 

(KingdomGroups & KingdomCare) 
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believed this would help me accept the reality of Laurie’s 

death. When I read about the recent Grief Workshop, I 

thought that maybe this was the opportunity I was 

looking for.  

I wanted those in the group to see that I still had the 

sorrow and pain, but I was able to go on. While I don’t 

believe you ever get over such losses, I feel that you can 

learn to live with them. The loss becomes part of who 

you are, but it doesn’t have to be all that you are. I 

wanted my friends to see that someone like me, 

someone who had no formal knowledge of the grieving 

process, had made it. I had had “on the job training” and 

I had survived—to me, that was a miracle. I wanted them 

to know that even as great as their pain and sense of loss 

was they could survive too. 

Despite what it felt like at times, they weren’t losing 

their minds and it was okay to cry in the aisle at Kroger.  

Not only would they survive, but they would again find 

joy, hope, laughter, and some measure of peace. Their 

world would never be the same, but God would walk 

with them through the dark periods as He did with me. 

He would lift them up when they felt they couldn’t or 

didn’t want to go on. When the pain was so intense that 

their heart actually ached, He would sustain them. God 

would give them the strength and courage to face 

another hour, another day, and ultimately all the days 

ahead.  

The Grief Workshop has helped me to renew my peace 

as a grieving mother and gave me the opportunity, 

hopefully, to bring a little comfort to others who have 

suffered a loss. What a blessing it has been for me! 

When I went to the first meeting of the Grief 

Workshop, I met people who were grieving over a 

fairly recent loss of a spouse, parent, or a time of 

lost opportunities in life. I was humbled by their 

stories and tears. I was able to share my story and 

this brought my loss of Laurie, and those in my life 

who died after her, to life again. 

Our youth and adult volunteers are taking a hands on 

approach in shaping the future of youth ministries at 

Middletown. These activities center around 

fellowship, community building, reflection and 

worship. From choirs, to drama, to service, to fun and 

fellowship, there are many ways to be a part of what 

the youth are doing.   

Youth Intervention Team 

A group of committed (and fun!) adults is working to 

plan youth activities this fall. Several of these adults 

come from a teaching background. “Come as You 

Are” and “Things Are Not As They Appear” are a 

couple of the recent theme nights. Be sure to check 

out the upcoming activities in your weekly worship 

bulletins. 

Youth Vision Team 

As we build for the future, we have to plan for a 

growing church. What would a youth group of 300+ 

kids look like? How do we connect with kids in 

today’s world? How do we reach out to youth who 

need a place to belong?   

A Youth Vision Team has been established to explore 

new models for youth ministry that fit a growing 

church in changing times. Right now this team is 

searching to call a new Youth Minister, and will be 

interviewing potential candidates over the next few 

weeks. The hope is to call a new youth minister by 

the first of the year.   

Prayer 

Please pray for our youth and their leaders in the 

weeks ahead.  Pray for our youth and their walk with 

Christ.  Pray God sends us the best possible youth 

minister with a passion and vision for youth.  Pray for 

the Spirit’s discernment for our Youth Vision Team.  

Pray for the Intervention Team and their planning.  

Pray for the future blessings of a Kingdom Now youth 

group! 

Get Connected and Get Involved  

Contact Monica Lewis, our seminary intern at 245-

9793 or mlewis@middletownchristian.org if you’d 

like to volunteer with our MCC youth. She will get 

your name to the right team.   

Middletown Youth …  
Building the church of the future 

Holiday Service of Remembrance 
 

Sunday, December 12 � 3-5 p.m. 
 

The holidays are stressful for all of us but when a loved one 

dies facing the holidays can seem difficult to bear. Come and 

learn how to move forward to a new year with a sense of hope 

as we remember your loved ones, celebrate their lives and 

learn ways to create rituals and traditions that include their 

memory in our holidays. Come, remember the love, celebrate 

their lives and find hope for the New Year! 



As a youth minister for 21 years I had the privilege and 

pleasure of planning many mission trips within the U.S. 

and in Central America. Now I was a part of a team 

from MCC headed to Honduras. My whole approach to 

this experience had to be different. I told myself, “Just 

give yourself to the experience and BE.” As a result, I 

met wonderful people, made new and lasting 

friendships, discovered a country of beauty and 

harmony and experienced Kingdom Now at Hospital 

Loma de Luz. 

Hospital Loma de Luz sits on the side of a mountain in 

Northeastern Honduras along the Caribbean coast. It’s 

name means “a light on a hill”, and it provides healing, 

hope and Christ to everyone it can. Since coming to 

MCC I had always heard about this hospital and the 

care it provided. I was looking forward to seeing this 

place in action and I was not disappointed. People 

come from across the road, across mountains, from 

cities and villages to be treated there. No one is turned 

away and no case is too severe for the staff to address. 

The doctors, nurses, and so many others have given up 

life in other places to be here full time. Their devotion 

to their work and the Honduran people is amazing.  

But what I discovered is that Loma de Luz is so much 

more! Loma de Luz is also… 

A Launching Point - every person on staff is engaged in 

some sort of ministry outside of their regular work at 

the hospital. These ministries include leading small 

groups, being part of ministry teams in village 

churches, running a food ministry at a local dump, 

teaching mountain school children or missionary 

children. 

An Orphanage - that provides love and care for 

children no one else wants. Some of these children 

have been abused, abandoned, or malnourished. 

Many have special needs physically and mentally. 

These children are given everything they need, 

especially LOVE! The staff meets every need with 

enthusiasm and patience. The children are fed, 

clothed, accepted as part of a family, and looked after 

in every way imaginable. Their lives would be 

miserable or maybe even non-existent if not for this 

place. 

A 125 acre farm - that provides food for the hospital, 

jobs for local residents, and teaches people how to 

raise their own food for their families. Over 1800 

African Oil of Palm trees have been planted and will be 

harvested in two years. Chickens and goats are being 

raised. Tilapia ponds are being stocked. A greenhouse 

for vegetables and other plants is being constructed. 

The possibilities of this ministry are endless. 

A Bilingual School -  that reaches out to local 

Honduran children and brings them together with 

missionary children for education. It is reading, writing, 

and arithmetic meshed with the Gospel that provides a 

wonderful experience for children to come together 

and learn. 

A place I visited for a week  - doing simple work, but 

work they couldn’t afford to do, and work that was 

always less important than something else. It was 

necessary work that made 

the hospital a more 

w e l c o m i n g  a n d 

comfortable place. If I 

had not gone to clean, 

sand, prime and paint 

doors & door frames, I 

would not have been able 

to tell you about everything that is happening there. 

Loma de Luz is a growing, ever-changing ministry and 

outreach that does so much in so many different ways. 

It is Jesus personified in the northeastern jungle of 

Honduras. It is God’s love shared and received every 

minute of every day. It is KINGDOM 

NOW and I feel blessed to have 

been able to experience a week 

there helping out. I can’t wait to 

return and possibly take you there 

with me! 

Kingdom Now in Honduras! 

Mark Clifford 

Feature Article Writer 

Middletown 

Campus 

Judy Allen 

Carole Bockey 

John Bockey 

Renee Jumper 

Dan Vanderpoel 

Julie Vanderpoel 

Brad Willis 

Ann Yartz 

Courtney Yartz 

 

The Valley 

Campus 

Jack Braden 

Sherry Gripp 

Brooklynne Mills 

Welcome New Members! 

It was important work 

because it gave 10 

people a chance to see 

God happening in 

different ways in a 

different place. 
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with other youth and parents. 

New to MCC? Join us to explore what it means to be 

a Kingdom Now church and engage in the work of the 

Kingdom! Join us for an upcoming session. 
 

MIDDLETOWN CAMPUS:  

Sunday, November 21 @ 6 pm 
 

VALLEY CAMPUS:  

Sunday, November 21 @ 9:15 am 
 

Meet our ministry staff and learn more about our 

congregation’s Kingdom Now vision and values. 

Find a small group, engage in ministry, and bring your 

questions. It’s the way to get connected! 

RSVP at Connection Point - Childcare is available 

KingdomConnect  

Electronic Giving …  

An Easy Way to Give 
 

If you’re interested in continuing to financially 

support the ministries of MCC even when you’re not 

able to be in church, consider signing up to tithe 

electronically. Contact the church office (245-9793 or 

mcc500@middletownchristian.org) and we’ll send 

you a packet of information with a form to fill out 

and return to us in a self-addressed, stamped 

envelope. It’s that simple! 

Green October, continued 
Jesus promises if we commit our lives to following him in this way, radically crazy things happen for the Kingdom.  A 

board member commented recently, “If you ask me to give to a vision and a need, I will give.  But if you are offering 

me the promise of a changed life, now you have my attention.” 

Sacrificial Generosity 

I hope I have your attention because this year (and beyond) we are going to be committed to transforming our lives 

by doing what the earliest Christians did...making a commitment to living lives of sacrificial generosity.  What 

changes would need to occur in my life so that I could experience the transforming power of generosity?  For some 

of us that might mean a commitment to pursue tithing.  For others it might mean a commitment to regular, weekly 

giving at any level.  For all of us it would call for shared sacrifice and open-handed living. 

What would happen collectively as a church if each us made a commitment to pursue a lifestyle of generosity on an 

ongoing basis?  Can you imagine the difference we could make in the world?  I would love to find out.  How about 

you?  I’m in!  Are you? 

Generosity Matters ... 
Because of the generosity of our church family, God’s vision 

is becoming a reality. Thank you for your continued support 

of God’s work here at Middletown Christian Church and 

The Valley. 

General Fund Update 

January—October 2010  

Middletown Campus 

Actual 

January - September  $   1,208,084 

October 

 10/2,3              35,155  

 10/9, 10              39,933 

 10/16, 17                         27,712  

  10/23, 24                         51,937  

 10/30, 31                        XX,XXX  

   Tithes & Offerings      $   1,362,821 
  

Budgeted    $   1,443,184 
 

   Over (Under)    $       (80,363) 

 

Valley Campus 
Actual 

January - September  $         61,809 

October          

 10/2,3                2,306  

 10/9, 10                2,011 

 10/16, 17                                   688  

  10/23, 24                                    681 

 10/30, 31                                 X,XXX  

   Tithes & Offerings     $         67,495 
  

Budgeted   $         69,521 
 

   Over (Under)   $         (2,026) 

Information as of this printing, 10/25/2010 

 

Leave a lasting legacy; remember your church in 

your estate planning. 
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Over the last year we have been working 

to establish a relationship with Louisville 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary (LPTS) 

and their field education department for 

Middletown Christian Church to be a 

regular placement site for students taking 

t h e  “ P r a c t i c a l  T h e o l o g y  i n 

Congregations” (PTC) course.  This is a 

relationship that benefits the seminary, the student, as well as 

Middletown Christian Church.  At  MCC we look forward to 

providing a promising seminary student with a context for 

theological reflection and praxis across a variety of parish-

based ministry settings.  This is a stipend position for each 

academic year (Fall and Spring semesters) calling for 15 hours 

of practical ministry experience each week.  

For the 2010-2011 academic year, we are fortunate to 

welcome Monica Lewis as our LPTS seminary intern.  Monica is 

working on her Masters of Divinity and Disciples of Christ 

ordination track at LPTS.   She and her husband, Johnny joined 

MCC a little over a year ago after discovering the Disciples 

together (previously Baptist) and relocating to Louisville for 

work and school.  Shortly after joining MCC Johnny was called 

to serve Pleasureville Christian Church, Pleasureville, KY.  He is 

a recognized Disciples minister with the denomination and 

together Monica and Johnny will be “living into” all the 

experiences and dynamics of being a clergy couple.  

In coordination with her Fall class schedule Monica will hold 

office hours on Monday and Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to 

5:00 p.m.  In addition to these office hours, Monica will have 

weekly flex hours to meet with individual staff, ministry teams, 

and attend to defined ministry accountabilities as well as 

weekend responsibilities.  Again, we are working to provide 

seminary interns with a variety of pastoral experiences, so 

Monica’s specific responsibilities and assignments will vary 

across the year in coordination with division leaders. 

Please join us in welcoming Monica to the MCC staff. 

Middletown  
Christian Youth  

on Facebook! 
 

 

Middletown Christian Youth is now on Facebook! Check it out 

at www.facebook.com/middletownyouth. Or, log on to your 

Facebook account and search for Middletown Christian 

Youth.  “Like” it so that you can keep up-to-date on youth 

activities and events, and network with other youth and 

parents.  

Meet Monica Lewis 


